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FROM THE PASTOR:  ƛMORE THAN EXPECTEDƜ 

2020 is behind us.  I would guess you might exclaim, ƛThank 

goodness!Ɯ  A new year is ahead of us!  We pray 2021 will be a 

year of dramatic improvement.  We pray for COVID-19 to be 

eliminated, for political divisions to be healed, for a return to 

worship together, for new jobs for the unemployed, for a time 

when we can hug and shake hands without fear and strengthen 

relationships with family and friends.  As we leave 2020 behind, 

we vow to not take relationships, our democracy, our jobs or 

health for granted ever again. 

Craig Larson talks about a coǧee table book titled, ƛAmericaƙs Spectacular 

National Parks by Michael Duchemin which he leaves open on his coǧee table for 

friends to enjoy.  For several days he left the book open to a photo of the Grand 

Teton Mountains.  It is a majestic display of deep blue sky, rugged, gray, snow 

capped mountains; and a calm lake in the foreground.  But one day he decided to 

turn the page and he found that there was an extra-long page folded over, 

covering part of the Grand Tetons.  When he opened it up, it added some sixteen 

inches to the width of the photo.  Wow!  The Grand Tetons became even grander.  

What he discovered is the there is ƛmore than expected. 

In January I plan on starting a sermon series entitled ƛMore Than Expected.Ɯ  As 

Christians we have a God who is ƛmore than expected.Ɯ  Godƙs grace and mercy 

goes way beyond what is required.  Godƙs grace and love is dramatic and blows us 

away.  Then Jesus asks us to respond in ƛmore than expectedƜ ways.   

I will see you online on Sunday. 

Grace and peace, 

 

Contact Us You are invited to join me online 

Thursdays at 11:00am  

to spend an informal time talking 

and connecting.  

To participate:  
https://zoom.us/j/713204749 

https://zoom.us/j/713204749
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THE 21-DAY RACIAL EQUITY HABIT 

BUILDING CHALLENGE  

Have you ever made a successful 

change in your life? Perhaps you 

wanted to exercise more, eat less, 

or change jobs? Think about the 

time and attention you dedicated to 

the process. A lot, right? Change is 

hard. Creating eǧective social 

justice habits, particularly those 

dealing with issues of power, privilege, supremacy and 

leadership is like any lifestyle change. Setting our 

intentions and adjusting what we spend our time doing 

is essential. Itƙs all about building new habits. 

Sometimes the hardest part is just getting started. The 

good news is, thereƙs an abundance of resources just 

waiting to empower you to be a more eǧective player in 

the quest for equity and justice.  

About the 21-Day Racial Equity Habit Building 

Challenge 

¶ For 21 days, do one action to further your 

understanding of power, privilege, supremacy, 

oppression, and equity  

¶ Plan includes suggestions for readings, podcasts, 

videos, observations, and ways to form and deepen 

community connections 

We will begin this program on January18, 2021.  If you 

are interested in pursuing this challenge and dialoguing 

with others as to what you learn and experience, please 

email Pastor Katharine at ladiebug1214@gmail.com  by 

the Ǩrst week of January, so that she can explain this 

program further. This will all be done virtually, of 

course; a Zoom link will be provided for you.  

 

 

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY 

We are all family. When we walk past 

our neighbor who is hiding in plain 

sight, we limit the gifts and graces that 

our sisters and brothers in Christ bring 

to the table. We limit the experiences, 

the voices and the beloved 

community that take place through mutual sharing of 

gifts. We join with United Methodists around the world, 

remembering that the size of the table of divine love is 

unlimited. 

January, 17th, the Sunday before MLKƙs birthday, is 

celebrated in the United Methodist denomination as 

Human Relations Day. 

Across the United Methodist connection we come 

together to help bridge the gap between church and 

community, recognizing the message Jesus 

demonstrated during his life: all of Godƙs children are 

important. 

In recognizing Human Relations Day, we are called to 

make an impact in communities where people struggle 

because they donƙt have the tools or resources to 

reach their God-given potential. Consider supporting 

one of the many neighborhood programs in Apache 

Junction or Gold Canyon: Genesis, Project Help, our 

Food Bank, AJ Community Development Division, 

Community Alliance against Family Abuse, for example. 
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¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ /ƻũŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мпǘƘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ½ƻƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ tŀƳ !ǘƪƛƴǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ DƻƭŘ 
/ŀƴȅƻƴ ¦a/ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΦ 
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Happy New Year to everyone! Hope you are feeling 

blessed as we start the New Year 2021.  "Bringing in the 

New Year" Ɨ new beginnings and a feeling of renewal Ɨ 

can be a time to strengthen our faith in Christ. Let's 

celebrate Jesus everyday, after all He is the ultimate 

gift from God!  Jesus gives us so much hope, peace, joy, 

and love, and  we can all get to know Jesus better. He 

was sent to us as the long-awaited Messiah, Prince 

of  Peace, King of Kings, Our Saviorơ and Jesus can be 

our best friend ever! Once you give yourself to Jesus, 

and accept Him into your life, you will be amazed at all 

that is given back to you.  

We can all be disciples of Christ by reaching out to other 

people, giving and sharing hope, peace, joy Ɨ and  

LOVING them. In raising our children we have always 

taught them to "give & share." It's a wonderful feeling, 

and the more you give of yourself, the more you will feel 

blessed & highly favored.  The gift of a new year is one 

of Gods' many blessings. Glory to God in the highest 

heaven and peace to us on earth! 

Love & Blessings to all, Ms. Sherry  

SIDEWALK CHILDRENƙS MINISTRY 

Sidewalk Children's Outreach Ministry 

serves Apache Junction area children. 

We meet on Saturdays from 

10:00amƗ11:15am at the Desert 

Chapel UMC campus. Parents drop 

their children oǧ at DCUMC, and the children enjoy 

Bible lessons, outdoor activities, crafts, and service 

projects.  

On Thanksgiving Day & also on December 23, children 

and adults took greeting cards to the residents at 

Aurora Place Assisted Living in Apache Junction.  On 

December 19th we had our Christmas Celebration, and 

the children were very thankful for the gift bags from 

Chandler UMC. Many of the families in Sidewalk 

received gifts from the Angel Tree program at GCUMC, 

and expressed their gratitude for the generosity of our 

Church families.  

This is our 17th year of Sidewalk, and we are very 

grateful to our GCUMC congregation for their 

continued support in blessing this children's outreach 

ministry.  

 

Boys at the Sidewalk truck  

Children visit at Aurora Place Assisted Living  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children put Bible scriptures on water bottle  
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