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FROM THE PASTOR:  ƛUPDATE ON THE FELLOWSHIP HALLƜ 

During the last couple of years, the Trustees have continued to 

work on the design of our new Fellowship Hall. In the picture 

below this article, you can see the east side of the building.  Our 

Building Committee has worked with the architect to sketch out 

the commercial kitchen. In addition, we adapted the buildingƙs 

ǩoor plan and dimensions to Ǩt our property. Unfortunately, 

during the Coronavirus shutdown, we delayed the design work, 

but now the Trustees will be moving forward with the project.   

Over the last two years, the generous estate gift we earmarked for this project has 

grown to $882,000.  We are not far from having half of the cash we need for the 

project on hand. We estimate that the building will cost $2.4 million to complete. We 

want to move forward with this project after we pay oǧ our current indebtedness of 

$621,923. 

Many functions will take place in this Fellowship Hall.  It will be a place for lunches and 

dinners. Yes, we will be able to have larger Methodist potlucks!  It will be the new 

larger worship space for our Praise worship and Country worship services.  It will 

also be a gym for our children and youth. We are looking forward to this new addition 

so that we might expand our ministries. 

I will see you in person or online on Sunday. 

Grace and peace, 

 

Contact Us 
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WHY CAMP? 

Once again I had both the pleasure 

and privilege of leading campers 

during the week long camp at our 

Mingus Mountain Camp, nestled high 

atop (7600 feet) Mingus Mountain 

above Prescott Valley. I have been leading camps since 

2006 when I Ǩrst started here. We have had many 

students of various ages participate in diǧerent camps 

at this site over the years. I want to thank many of you 

who have donated to our camping ministry.  Here is 

why I believe camping is an essential part of our 

children, youth, and adult life experience: 

The real obvious reason is it puts us back into Godƙs 

creation, where the distractions are: diǧerent species 

of birds, deer and elk roaming the forest and meadow, 

sounds of coyotes, star-Ǩlled skies without the glare of 

street lightsơnot electronic gizmos or cell phones. 

Camp allows for a new community to be built, even if 

just for a week.  Old friends may return, but more often 

than not, new friendships are formedơwith people 

unlike oneself. Living together in camp encourages 

each participant to follow a covenant, so that 

communal living works at its optimum.  

New experiences abound for so many of the campers Ɩ 

many have not ever Ǩshed, or taken night hikes in the 

woods, tented and other adventures oǧ campus, 

played disc golf or got dusty in the gaga pit, had the 

courage to attempt zip lining, archery or climbing a rock 

wall. We may try new foods that arenƙt like home, we 

are under the loving care of adults who arenƙt our 

parents, and we get to participate in awesome huge 

group activities, that we canƙt do in our backyards. 

Finally, and for me the most vital element, is hearing the 

Word of God spoken and sung in new ways and having 

interactive worship timeơall outside. There is an 

opportunity to know Christ for the Ǩrst time, pray with 

a counselor or in a small group and walk the labyrinth. 

Although the summer opportunities 

are now past, I want to oǧer you Ɩ 

adult and kid alike - the chance to 

participate in our Conferenceƙs FALL 

FAMILY CAMP, October 15-17. I have 

planned this camp for a number of years and enjoy the 

diǧerent season Ɩ itƙs cooler and the for the most part 

the leaves on the trees have changed color. Itƙs also a 

terriǨc opportunity for family bonding, although, we 

encourage couples without children to attend as well.  

In the September newsletter and bulletins I will have 

more details for signing up for the fun. 

UPCOMING FALL CLASS (HYBRID) 

Mike Paul is facilitating a short 

series of 2-hour classes (in-

person & online) on 

Wednesdays at 9:00am 

(Arizona time) starting 

September 8th. The sessions 

are titled: 9/8ÖÛRelationship with GodÛ; 9/15ƗƛGodØs 

WillÛ;  9/22ÖÛGodØs GraceÛ; and on 2/29ÖÛGodØs Holy 

Spirit.Û  Please bring your Bible and a notebook. To sign-

up to attend in-person and/or have your Zoom link 

emailed to you so you can attend, email 

ChurchOǪce@GoldCanyonUMC.org.  You may also 

sign-up at the Welcome Center or Church OǪce. 

GCUMC WOMEN... SAVE THE DATE! 

Come together for a ÚMountaintop 

Experience!Û Our Fall Womenƙs 

Retreat is scheduled for October 22-

24 at the beautiful Franciscan 

Retreat Center in Scottsdale. 

Registration will begin in mid-August 

and rates will be: 

¶ Single Occupancy lodging room is - $140.00/per 

room/per night.  

¶ A Double Occupancy lodging room s - $99.00/per 

person/per room/per night.  

¶ Commuter (non-lodger) Dining Room meal prices 

are:   Breakfast: $13.00/pp; Lunch: $16.00/pp; 

Dinner : $20 /pp.  

A Registration Form is on page 4of this newsletter, and 

also available in the Church OǪce. If you will be 

attending the entire weekend, scholarships are 

available.  Please contact Pastor Katharine in the 

Church OǪce with any questions.  

 

 

/éėìěġìÁĂ 9ÕĥÏÁġìĈĂ Ϩ 9İÁĂäÙûìěā  
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SILENT AUCTION 

Friends, if you recall, our 2020 Silent Auction that would have been held last spring, was 

waylaid due to COVID.  Therefore, for the entire month of this September we will have the 

auction items Ɨ which were donated last year Ɨ displayed in the Sanctuary Lobby for bidding.  

We are still determining to which mission the monies will be allocated. For those of you ƛout-of

-townersƜ who may be interested in bidding, we will be including photos, descriptions, etc., in 

next monthƙs newsletter so you can participate, as well!.  Additional details will be available in 

our September newsletter.  Please direct questions to Pastor Katharine.  

                                                             CONGRATULATIONS! 

...to Jessica and Chris Kuzmin on the birth of their daughter, Olympia on July 17th! 

...AND A FEW NATURE PICS FROM MINGUS MOUNTAIN  

  

 
 

 

CHILDREN  & Y OUTH  WEEKLY  
SCHEDULE 

(Fun fellowship & faith-based programs for Children 

(PreK-6th)  & Youth (7thÖ12th) 
 

Children Sunday School  
9:30am & 11:00am (Education Building) 

 

Youth Bible Study  
Tuesdays at 6:30pm (Education Building) 

 

Youth Online Games  

Fridays at 6:30pm (online) 
 

Youth Group  

Sundays at 6:30pm (Education Building) 
 

For more information, contact Linda at 

LClise@GoldCanyonUMC.org 


